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Having taken over as editor of the Journal of Mechanical Engineering Science in July 2011, I 
would first like to thank my predecessor, Professor Matthew Cartmell, for his leadership of the 
journal for the previous two and a half years. Fortunately for me, Matthew remains on the Editorial 
Board and has established a strategy for the journal that will serve us well into the future.  Secondly, 
I would like to thank all concerned for their help in the transitional period.  I look forward to 
continuing to work with the Editorial Board and Publishing Team as we further develop the journal. 
It is also timely to thank Dr David Kerr for his contributions to the journal. David joined the Editorial 
Board in 2004, and stepped down as Associate Editor at the end of July. 
As the flagship journal in the Proceeding of the Institution of Mechanical Engineering, the 
JMES has a great heritage.  The Institution was founded in 1847 and the first issue of the journal was 
published in 1959. The history of the JMES was described by Professor Duncan Dowson (Editor, 
1993-2008 and present Editor Emeritus) in his guest editorial for the first fiftieth-anniversary special 
issue in 2009. This special edition highlighted some of the important advances in engineering science 
recorded in the JMES.  As a contributor to the issue I had the pleasure of looking back over fifty years 
of progress in mechanical engineering science, and considering the advances made in my own field. 
In his guest editorial Professor Dowson illustrated the growth of the JMES with a graph 
showing the number of papers published annually. This graph is updated and reproduced below. It 
shows a rapid increase in papers published from around 50 p.a. in 1995 and earlier to over 200 p.a. 
currently.  This has been a time a change for the JMES and for technical publishing generally, with 
growth of electronic publishing, increasing interest in citation data, and an increasing number of 
papers submitted. The increasing volume of papers is a challenge for editors, publishers, reviewers 
and researchers alike. The sheer volume of publications can be a problem to researchers, with 
considerable time needed to identify the most relevant work from the large volume available. In this 
respect, I hope the invited review articles arranged by our Reviews Editor, Dr Ivana Kovacic, will help 
researchers and practicing engineers quickly assess the state-of-the–art in specialist fields. 
 
Fig. 1. Papers published annually in the JMES. 
It is now standard practice for journals to quote impact factors. For the JMES, the ISI impact 
factor for 2010 is 0.451; that is 2008 and 2009 JMES papers were cited an average of 0.451 times per 
paper in the 2010 publications on the ISI database. (Using the SCOPUS database the equivalent 
impact factor is 0.65). Noting that the number of full-text downloads of JMES in 2010 was around 
200 times the number of citations, it is clear that the ISI impact factor is a far from complete 
measure of impact. This is perhaps particularly true for the JMES which serves the engineering 
profession in which many professionals do not usually publish their work. Nevertheless, both impact 
factors and access rates give an indication of interest in the papers published, and we shall continue 
to monitor these at the JMES. I was encouraged recently to see that, of the ten most downloaded 
JMES articles in April and May 2011, five were published more than ten years ago.  This shows we 
are publishing papers with genuine archival value. Improvement in the JMES ISI impact factor from 
0.212 in 2007 to its present level is also encouraging. 
With its recent move to Sage publishing and an established strategy, I believe the JMES has 
excellent prospects. As with other scientific journals, it faces changes and challenges, but its purpose 
- to serve the Engineering profession at an international level by disseminating and archiving 
important advances in fundamental engineering science and its applications – is clear and enduring. 
We will continue to publish original and significant papers that advance science and demonstrate its 
application to industrial problems. With a broad remit, the JMES is an exceptional platform for 
publication of papers showing advances that have wide application, papers covering new and 
emerging application areas, papers that illustrate advances in specific areas to the wider Mechanical 
Engineering community, and papers that cross traditional subject boundaries.  I look forward to 
seeing many such papers during my term as editor.  This can only be achieved with the continuing 
support of the engineering profession for the review process. The journal relies on anonymous peer 
review to advise on paper quality and suitability for the JMES, and the Board is extremely grateful for 
this crucial contribution. As mentioned above, increased volume of submissions has presented 
challenges for the review process. To help with this, all submissions are now processed using anti-
plagiarism software. This eliminates some unsuitable papers without the need for review, and is a 
reminder to authors of their responsibility to the profession. 
Finally, I am pleased to remind readers that it is the duty of the Editorial Board is to 
recognise outstanding contributions through recommendation for awards. We plan to change the 
recommendation process this year with the formation of an awards sub-committee.  The prizes 
considered annually are the SAGE best paper award for the JMES and two Institution of Mechanical 
Engineering awards; the Thomas Bernard Hall Prize and the Water Arbitration Prize. 
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